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furnish some additions to the present list, for Mr. Campbell, 
the schoolmaster, has promised to keep a look-out for any 
migrants that may chance to call at these loncly islands, 
There is evidently a considerable migration over them; but 
the St.-Kildan, as might naturally be expected, takes no 
interest in birds with the exception of those on which he so 
largely, nay almost solely, depends for a livelihood. 


IX.—WNotices of recent Ornithological Publications. 


l. Baird, Brewer, and Ridgway on the Water-Birds of 
North America. 

[Memoirs of the Museum of Comparative Zoology at Harvard College. 
Vol. XII. The Water-Birds of North America. By S. F. Baird, T. M. 
Brewer, and R. Ridgway. Vol. I. 4to. Boston: 1884.] 

Ornithologists will welcome the first instalment of this 
long-delayed work, and will hope that the final and completing 
volume may speedily follow*. The ‘ Water-Birds of North 
America’ forms alike the second part of the ‘ Land-Birds of 
California,” published by the State Geological Survey of 
California in 1870, and of the well-known ‘ History of North 
American Birds’ of Messrs. Baird, Brewer, and Ridgway, 
published in 1875. With its numerous illustrations, and 
excellent print and paper, every one will be pleased. Nor 
will any one, in our opinion, be less satisfied with the con- 
tents, although some of the changes from the ordinary nomen- 
clature, proposed for adoption, look a little awkward at first. 
Do many of our readers know what Vanellus capella is, or 
Charadrius apricarius ? 

The present volume contains an account of the Herodiones, 
Limicole, Alectorides, Phoenicopteri, and the first portion of 
the Anseres, leaving the remaining “Swimmers” for the 
final volume. It is wisely admitted that this arrangement is 
“not natural,’ but “ adopted. for the convenience of the 
student.” Does it, however, profit a student to learn a con- 
fessedly unnatural system ? 


‘a [* It has since been issued.—Epp. | 
SER. V.—-VOL. 114, H 
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2. Barboza du Bocage on birds from Angola. 

[Observações acerca de algumas aves d’Angola. Por J. V. Barboza 
du Bocage. Jorn. Se. Lisboa, no. xxxiv. p. 65 (1883).] 

Critical notes on some of the less known species of An- 
golan birds, of which the Lisbon Museum has recently re- 
ceived specimens. As regards the singular colouring of the 
sexes in Pionias rueppelli, the author is disposed to concur 
with the views recently put forward by Sclater (P. Z. S. 
1882, p. 557). 


3. Barboza du Bocage on WWest-African Birds. 


[Aves das possessões portugezas da Africa occidental. Por J. V. Bar- 
boza du Bocage. Vigesima quinta lista. Jorn. Se. Lisboa, xxxiv. p. 81 


(1882).] 

... Prof. Barboza du Bocage’s twenty-fifth article gives an 
account of Sr. Anchieta’s last collection from Caconda, and 
of one from the Rio Cuce, to which that celebrated explorer 
has lately made a short excursion. Fifty-one species are 
recorded, amongst which is Neocichla guituralis. 


4. Barboza du Bocage on Cinnyris erikssoni. 

[Sur l'identité de Cinnyris erikssoni, Trimen, et Nectarinia ludovicensis, 
Bocage. Par J. V. Barboza du Bocage. Jorn. Se. Lisboa, xxxiv. p. 105 
(1883). ] 

It is shown that Cinnyris erikssoni, Trimen, 1883, was 
previously described in 1868, by Prof. Barboza du Bocage, as 
Nectarinia ludovicensis. 


5. Belding on the Birds of Guaymas. 


[List of Birds found at Guaymas, Sonora, in December 1882 and 
April 1883. By L. Belding. Pr. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1883, p. 343.) 


Enumerates 46 species, of which 35 are also found in 
Lower California, on the opposite side of the Gulf five 
others being represented there by closely allied “ species or 
races,” while six are unrepresented in Lower California. 


6. Belding on the Birds of Lower California. 


[Second Catalogue of a collection made near the southern extremity of 
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Lower California. By L. Belding. Edited by R. Ridgway. Pr. U.S. 
Nat. Mus. 1853, p. 344.] 

Mr. Belding arrived at La Paz in December 1882, and 
remained abont three months. In the hitherto unvisited Vic- 
toria Mountains, where a height of 5000 feet was attained, 
examples of 41 species were procured. Upon reaching the 
pines, “the long sought for Cape Robin (Merula confinis), 
the beautiful new Snow-bird (Junco bairdi), and other in- 
teresting species were met with.” Micrathene whitneyi was 
less common than in the Cactus-region, but was heard several 
times. Fifteen species were also added to the list of the 
lowland birds from the vicinity of La Paz and southwards, 
raising the total number now recognized by Mr. Belding in 
Lower California to 177. 


7. Buller on rare New-Zealand Birds. 


[On some rare species of New-Zealand Birds. By Walter L. Buller. 
Trans. and Proc. New Zealand Inst. vol. xvi. p. 308.] 

Mr. Buller gives interesting notes on Sceloglaux albifacies, 
Hylochelidon nigricans, and Anthochera carunculata, the 
last-named bird being new to New Zealand. He resuscitates 
his Creadion cinereus as distinct from C. carunculatus, and 
Platycercus alpinus as distinct from P. nove-zealandie. 
Other species are mentioned. 


8. Cory on the Birds of San Domingo. 

[The Birds of Haiti and San Domingo. By Charles B. Cory. Boston: 
1884. Part IT. } 

In his second part Mr. Cory makes good progress with the 
birds of San Domingo, finishing the Passeres and commen- 
cing the Picarie. It is curious that two species of Tody 
should occur in San Domingo; but that seems to be the case, 
and, moreover, both species occur in the same district. Zodus 
angustirostris, according to Mr. Cory, is quite distinct from 
Todus subulatus (sive dominicensis), with which many authors 
have united it. Figures are given in the prescnt number of 
Phenicophilus dominicensis, Calyptophilus frugivorus, Eu- 
phoma musica, Lorimitris dominicensis, Icterus dominicensis, 
Temnurus roseigaster, and Picumnus lawrencii. $ 

H 2 
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9. Coues’s new Key to North-American Birds. 

{Key to North-American Birds. Containing a concise account of every 
species of living and fossil bird at present known from the Continent 
north of the Mexican and United States Boundary, inclusive of Greenland. 
Second edition, revised to date, and entirely rewritten: with which are 
incorporated Gencral Ornithology, an outline of the Structure and Clas- 
sification of Birds; and Field Ornithology, a Manual of collecting, pre- 
paring, and preserving Birds. By Elliott Coues, M.A. Royal 8vo. 
London and Boston: 1884.] 

The first edition of Dr. Coues’s well-known ‘Key to North- 
American Birds’ was issued in 1872. The twelve years that 
have since clapsed have, as we all know, been a period of 
great activity to the American ornithologists, and have so 
greatly increased our knowledge of the Nearctic avifauna, 
that it was quite necessary that the ‘ Key’ should be revised. 
The revised, improved, and augmented ‘Key’ forms the 
second and third part of the present edition. To the main 
body of the work thus constituted, Dr. Coues has prefixed a 
reprint of his ‘ Field Ornithology,’ which originally appeared 
in 1874 as a separate work, and is, we believe, one of the best 
manuals of instruction for the ficld-collector, as regards 
the obtaining, preparing, and prescrving specimens, ever put 
together. He has hkewise added, as Part IV., a systematic 
Synopsis of the Fossil Birds of North America—in the re- 
vision of which he has had the advantage of the assistance 
of Prof. O. C. Marsh, the greatest living authority on this 
subject. 

It is, however, to Part IJI. of the present volume that we 
must specially direct the reader’s attention. In this Part there 
is condensed into some 180 pages a more complete account of 
the structure and classification of birds, brought up to the 
present standard of our knowledge, than any other with 
which we are acquainted. After defining and describing what 
birds in general are, and stating the principles and practices 
used in classification, special chapters are devoted to their ex- 
ternal structure, ‘‘ osteology, neurology, angeiology, pneuma- 
tology, splanchnology, and oology.” So much information 
that cannot be got at elsewhere is brought together in this 
comprehensive treatise, that it ought to be in the hands of 
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every ornithologist, whether he is a special student of the 
American avifauna or not. It is, in fact, our deliberate opinion 
that Coues’s new ‘ Key’ is, as one of the veteran ornithologists 
of the continent has tersely put it, in a private letter, “ one of 
the best and most useful bird-books ever written ;”’ and we 
commend it to our readers accordingly. 


10. Cowan on the Birds of Madagascar. 

[Notes on the Natural History of Madagascar. By Rev. W. Deans 
Cowan. Pr. Roy. Phys. Soc. Edinburgh, vol. vii. p. 183.] 

To his very interesting article on the fauna of Madagascar 
Mr. Cowan adds a nominal list of the mammals and birds, 
and tables showing their distribution in three ‘ well-marked 
geographical districts ” of the south-central part of the island. 
The hst contains the names of 115 birds. From Mr. Cowan’s 
general remarks on the birds, we extract the following pas- 
sages :— 

“ In travelling through the forest of Madagascar, nothing 
strikes one more than what appears to be the absence of 
bird-life. Now and again one hears the cry of the Centropus 
tolou, mostly on the outskirts of the forest. One passes the 
brilliant Coua cerulea, making its way quietly through the 
forest; but that is the most that is generally seen or heard 
of the birds in the great forest. ‘True, if we were to penc- 
trate into the denser forest we might come upon the Alelornis 
pittoides or A. crossleyi, the Euryceros prevosti, the velvety 
Philepitta jala, or such birds as love the recesses and lonely 
shades of these silent woods. Suddenly, and often unex- 
pectedly, the trees overhead become filled with crowds of 
birds, chattering in many a different note—that is what may 
be called a ‘drive’ of birds. Hundreds, sometimes thousands 
of them have congregated for fecding-purposes, and are now 
passing through the forest, clearing the insects from trees 
and shrubs. Conspicuous amongst them for size and noise 
is the Dicrurus forficatus, Tylas eduardi, and Campephaga cana; 
of the smaller birds there is the Zosterops madagascariensis, 
the two Bernierie, the Leptopierus viridis, and the chattering 
Newtonia, with many others. It is by following such drives 


102 Recently published Ornithological Works. 


that the natives are able to obtain so many birds with their 
blow-pipes. The birds that frequent the more open parts of 
the country are Pratiucola sybilla, Cisticola madagascariensis, 
Eurystomus madagascariensis, and Hypsipetes ourovang. The 
peculiar httle Dromeocercus wanders quietly amongst the 
grass, beside the streams in the glades of the forest, and is 
never scen perching, except in some natural-history plates ! 
The Leptosomus discolor, a rather remarkable bird, delights 
in the outlying forest, where his peculiar ery of dre-dres is 
frequently heard. 

“Phe Cuculus rochii begins his spring song in October, or 
early part of November, and farms out his young there, as in 
al] other countries. His note changes considerably just be- 
fore he takes his departure, whether to the low countries or 
across the sea, I cannot say. The egg is very unlike that of 
any other Cuckoo, and varies to some extent in the marking. 
The nests it most frequents are those of the Pratincola sybilla 
and the Cisticola madagascariensis, although its egg is often 
found in the nests of Cossypha sharpei and Copsychus pica, 
The uesting-season in Madagascar extends from November to 
February or March, the common Foudia being amongst the 
last of the nest-builders.” 


ll. De Verteuil’s ‘ Trinidad’ (Second edition.) 


[Trinidad : its geography, natural resources, administration, present con- 
dition, and prospects. By L. A. A. De Verteuil, M.D.P. Second edition. 
Cassell & Co., London, Paris, and New York: 1884. 1 Vol. 8vo. 
424 pp. ] 

So little is done by the numerous English residents in the 
West Indies to aid the cause of Natural History that we are 
glad to call attention to the second edition of De Vertcuil’s 
work on Trinidad reeently issued. It contains two chapters 
on the birds of the island, one by the author himself under 
the gencral head of the“ Animal Kingdom ” (pp. 89-97), and 
another specially devoted to the Birds by Mr. A. Léotaud, 
well known as the writer of the ‘Oiseaux de Ja Trinidad’ 
(pp. 865-381). Mr. Léotaud’s list of species is old-fashioned 
in its nomenclature and occasionally, we fear, incorrect. 
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His remarks are more valuable, though we believe that the 
statement that the sharp noise made by the “‘ Casse-noisette ” 
(Pipra gutturalis) is produced by the “aid of its bill” is not 
correct. 


12. De Vis on the Moa in Australia. 

[The Moa (Dinornis) in Australia. By ©. W. De Vis, M.A. Proc. R. 
Soc. Queensland, vol. i. p. 23, plates iii., iv.] 

A portion of a bird’s femur, found among a collection of 
bones from King’s Creek presented to the Queensland Museum 
by Mr. J. Daniels, is referred by Mr. De Vis to a species of 
Dinornis, which he proposes to call D. queenslandie (!). The 
fragment consists of rather more than the upper third of a 
left femur minus the upper part of the head and the trochan- 
ter. It is in the “same peculiar state of mineralization as 
the grcat majority of the Darling-Dewns fossils.” Figures 
are given of this remarkable fossil, which, should its reference 
to the genus Dinornis turn out to be correct, is a most note- 
worthy discovery. 


18. Dresser’s Monograph of the Bee-eaters. 


{A Monograph of the Meropide, or Family of the Bee-eaters. By H.E. 
Dresser, F.L.S., F.Z.8., &. Parts I, II, Small folio. London: 188-1.) 


We are pleased to see the good progress already made by 
Mr. Dresser with his ‘ Bee-eaters. It will be granted by 
every one that Mr. Keulemans has executed his portion of 
the task well. Mr. Dresser has worked out his subject 
thoroughly and has succeeded in getting together a great 
deal of valuable material in his text. We fear, however, 
that exception will be taken to the description of his discovery 
of skins of Merops cyanophrys in the Jardin des Plantes. 

The following species are figured in the first two parts :— 


Part I. 
Nyctiornis amictus. Sierops sumatrauus, 
athertoni. bicolor. 
Meropogon forsteni. viridis, 
Merops breweri. 


104 Recently published Ornithological Works. 


Part IT. 
Merope cyanophrys. Merops ornatus, 
boehmi. philippinus. 
— albicollis. persicus. 


14. Dubois on a new Parrot from New Guinea. 


[Description d’un Echidné et d’un Perroquet inédits de la Nouvelle- 
Guinée. Par M. Alph. Dubois. Bull. Soc. Mus, R. d’Hist. Nat. Belgique, 
tome ili, 1884, p. 109.] 

In a fine collection of mammals and birds from New 
Guinea, presented to the Brussels Museum by M. C. W. R. 
van Renesse van Duivenbode, is an example of a new species 
of Parrot of the genus Chalcopsittacus which M. Dubois 
describes and figures as Ch. duivenbodei. 


15. Filhol on the Osteology of the Penguins. 


[Observations relatives aux caractères ostéologiques de certaines espèces 
d’Eudyptes et de Spheniscus. Par M. H. Filhol. Bull. Soc. Philom. 
sér. 7, vi. p. 226 (1882).] 

M. Filhol has utilized the numerous skeletons of Ludyptes 
antipodum and E. chrysocome which he obtained at Campbell 
Tsland, by a careful study of their bones and a comparison of 
them with the corresponding bones of Spheniscus demersus. 


16. Filhol on the Diaphragm of the Penguins. 


[Sur la constitution du diaphragme des Eudyptes. Par M. I. Filhol. 
Bull. Soc. Philom. sér. 7, vi. p. 235. ] 

The specimens examined are E. chrysocome and E. anti- 
podum. Their diaphragm consists of two portions, the usual 
pulmonary and a thoracico-abdominal one; the latter is 
partly the continuation of the m. transversus abdominis, and 
partly augmented by a peculiar muscular slip, called by 
M. Filhol m. diaphragmaticus transversus. The air-sacs are 
remarkably well developed, although these birds do not possess 
the power of flight. He distinguishes two diaphragmatic, one 
thoracic and abdominal, and two cervical air-sacs. 


17. Filhol on the Arterial System of the Penguins. 


[Observations relatives au tronc cæliaque et à l'artère mésentérique 
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supérieure de l Eudyptes antipodes. Par M. H. Filhol. Bull. Soc. 
Philom. sér. 7, vi. p. 238.] 

[Observations relatives à la circulation artérielle dans Vaile de quelques 
espèces de Manchots. Par M. H. Filhol. Zoid. p. 242.] 


[Observations relatives à la circulation artérielle dans le membre in- 
férieur de quelques espèces de Manchots (Aptenodytes pennanti, Eudyptes 
antipodes et E. chrysocome). Par M. H. Filhol. oid. p. 243.] 

Descriptions are given of the calibre and of the successive 
order in which the arteries supplying the intestines branch 
off from the common cæcial trunk. 

Fhe humeral artery in Eudyptes antipodum is the simple 
continuation of the a. humeralis as in other birds. In 
E. chrysocome it is broken up into numerous collateral 
branches down to the elbow-joint, whilst in Aptenodytes 
pennanti it is transformed into a complete plexus. 

An exhaustive and exact description of the arteries of the 
hind limb is added. The Sphenisci are remarkable for the 
multiplicity of their arterial ramifications. 


18. Gurney on the Arctic Blue-throated Warbler in Norfolk. 


{On the Occurrence of a flock of the Arctic Blue-throated Warbler 
(Erithacus suecica) in Norfolk. By J. H. Gurney, Jun., F.Z.S. Tr. 
Norfolk and Norwich Nat. Soc. iii. p. 597.] 

Nine examples of this species were shot, and at least a 
score seen, at Blakeney, between the 14th and 22nd Septem- 
ber, 1883; and one more was killed on the 15th of the same 
month, near Yarmouth. On the 22nd September one was 
shot on the coast of Northumberland, and on the 21st one 
was seen at Teesmouth, in Durham. Earlier in the same 
year, viz. on the 2ud September, one was obtained on the 
Isle of May, in the Firth of Forth. Between September 
15-18, 1884, several were shot and more were observed on 
Spurn Head, in south-east Yorkshire, as has been recorded 
by Mr. Theodore Fisher (Zool. 1884, p. 430). 


19. Gurney on the “ Hairy” variety of the Moorhen. 


[On the “ Hairy ” variety of the Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus) By 
J. H. Gurney, Jun., F.Z.S. Tr. Norfolk and Norwich Nat. Soc. iii. 
p. 581.] 
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An illustration is given of a decorticated variety of a 
Moorhen, killed at Beckenham in Norfolk, in Nov. 1857, and 
now in the Cambridge Museum. Some woodeuts show that 
the hair-like appearance of the feathers is due to the absence 
of the barbules from the anterior portion of the vane of each 
feather, and with this substance has gone a great deal of the 
colouring-matter. Five, if not seven, examples of this variety 
have been obtained in Norfolk, and others have occurred in 
Nottinghamshire, Cambridgeshire, Hampshire, Suffolk, Sus- 
sex, and one at Athlone in Ireland. 


20. Haast on the Grey Phalarope in New Zealand. 


[On the Occurrence of Phalaropus fulicarius, Pennant (the Red Phala- 
rope), in New Zealand. By Julius von Haast, C.M.G., Ph.D., F.R.S. 
Tr. and Pr. New Zealand Inst. xvi. p. 279.] 

An example of this straggler from the north occurred in 
June 1883, on the beach near the Waimate lagoon, New 
Zealand. It was shot flying alone. 


21. Homeyer and Tancré on the Birds of the Altai. 


[Beitrige zur Kenntniss der Ornithologie Westsibiriens, namentlich der 
Altai-Gegend. Von E. F. von Homeyer und C. A. Taneré. Mitth. d. 
ornith. Ver. in Wien, 1883, p. 81.] 

The authors follow generally the nomenclature and 
arrangement of Dr. Finsch’s article on the birds of Western 
Siberia published im 1879 (Verh. zool.-bot. Ges. Wien, 
p. 115), supplementing it by the results obtained by their 
own collector on the Altai; the exact localities, however, 
are not given. The list contains 204 species, of which 
Starna robusta is described as new. It is apparently a larger 
and brighter form of Perdix cinerea. Sturnus poltoratzkyi 
of Finsch is condemned as a bad species. 


22. Jouy on the Birds of Japan. 


[Ornithological Notes on Collections made in Japan from June to 
December, 1882. By Pierre Louis Jouy. Pr. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1888, 
pera, | 

Accompanied by Mr. A. J. M. Smith, Mr. Jouy made an 
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ornithological trip in the latter half of 1882, first to Fuji- 
yama, where a month was passed at Subashiri, 2500 feet 
above the sea-level, and 326 specimens were obtained, and 
afterwards to the Nikko mountains and Omachi, in the pro- 
vince of Shinshin. Good field-notes are given concerning 
101 species. Most of them are well-known Japanese birds ; 
but examples of Accentor erythropygius were obtained on 
Fuji-yama, and the Ptarmigan (Lagopus, sp. inc.) of the high 
peaks of the Tate-yama range was heard of, though not pro- 
cured. Mr. Jouy considers Pyrrhula rosacea of Seebohm 
(Ibis, 1882, p. 371) to be only a highly developed stage of 
P. orientalis. 


23. Lawrence on a new Hemiprocne. 

(Description of a new Species of Bird of the Family Cypselide. By 
George N. Lawrence. Annals New York Acad. Sci. ii. p. 355.] 

The species described is Hemiprocne minor from Bogota. 
It seems to be like H. zonaris, but smaller. 


24. Lydekker on Siwalk Fossil Birds. 

[Siwalik Birds. By R. Lydekker, B.A., F.G.8., F.Z.S. Mem. Geol. 
Surv. India, sect. x. vol. iii. pt. 4.] 

In the Siwaliks, Mr. Lydekker tells us, as in most other 
ossiferous formations, the remains of birds are extremely 
scarce as compared with those of mammals, and such remains 
as do oceur are mostly in a fragmentary condition. Little 
has yet been written on the fossil birds of the Siwaliks, and 
Mr. Lydekker’s present paper is intended to give an account 
of all the remains which appear capable of identification. 
Besides some forms, the exact genera of which cannot be 
determined, Mr. Lydekker describes species of Pelecanus, 
Phalacrocoraz, Lepioptilus, Mergus, Struthio, and Dromeus. 
Dromeus sivalensis is established on four phalangeal bones, 
which so clearly resemble those of the living Emu as to 
leave little doubt that a nearly allied, although possibly not 
generically identical, bird existed in the Siwaliks. 
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25. Milne-Edwards on the Fauna of the Antarctic Regions. 


[Recherches sur la Faune des Régions Australes. Par M.Alph. Milne- 
Edwards. Paris: 1879-82.] 

We have to thank the author for a complete copy of this 
important memoir, which, although finished two years ago, 
has not yet been noticed in this Journal. We will therefore 
give a short acconnt of its ecoutents. M. Milne-Edwards 
commences by.a disquisition on the great question of the 
origin of species, into which we will not follow him, although 


ce 


we quite appreciate his distinction between ‘ espéces primor- 
diales”’ and “espèces dérivées.” After some preliminary re- 
marks on the geography, the flora, and the general character 
of the fauna of the Antarctie lands, M. Milne-Edwards 
proceeds to discuss specially the Antaretic birds. These 
are treated under the heads of Penguins, Albatrosses, Skuas, 
Gulls and Terns, Petrels, Sheathbills, Cormorants, Grebes, 
and Ducks, after which the few land-birds known to inhabit 
the Antaretie islands are spoken of. Among the Penguins 
two new genera (Megadyptes for Pygosceles antipodum and 
Microdyptes for Eudyptula serresiana, Oust.) are instituted, 
and a new species of Eudyptes (E. albigularis), from Mac- 
quarie Island, is deseribed. A new species of Gannet from 
the Pacifice coast of South America is deseribed as Sula 
nebouxi. Figures are given of the heads of various forms of 
Eudyptes, as also entire figures of Ludyples albigularis, Mi- 
crodyptes serresiana, Sula dactylatra, and S. nebouart, aud six 
charts showing the distribution of the various groups of 
birds in the Antarctie regions are added. 

But while we fully appreciate the value of M. Milne- 
Edwards’s memoir and the amonnt of information collected in 
it, it must not be supposed that we fully agree with all his 
statements. We must conclude that there is no specimen of 
the Emperor Penguin in the Paris Museum, or our author 
could never have said that this species and the King Penguin 
“ne different que fort peu Pun de Pautre” ; nor do we believe 
that Spheniscus demersus of the Cape also occurs in the 
Falkland Islands, or that our author is correet m his dictum 
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(pt. i. p. 63) as to the external sexual distinctions of the 
Sphenisci. We believe that the sexes of Spheniscus are as 
nearly as may be alike in plumage. 

Some criticisms by Saunders, on the account of the 
Laride and their distribution, will be found in P. Z. 8. 1882, 
p. 527. 


26. Murray’s ‘ Vertebrate Zoology of Sind.’ 


[The Vertebrate Zoology of Sind. A systematic account with descrip- 
tions of all the known species of Mammals, Birds, and Reptiles inhabiting 
the Province; observations on their habits, &c.; tables of their Geo- 
graphical distribution in Persia, Beloochistan, and Afghanistan, Punjab, 
North-west Provinces, and the peninsula of India generally, with wood- 
cuts, lithographs, and coloured illustrations, By James A, Murray. 
Royal 8vo. London and Bombay: 1884.] 


This will be a useful compilation for the local naturalist, 
but the original information in it is not very extensive. The 
number of birds now known from Sind is 399, but consider- 
able additions are expected to be made to the list. Short 
descriptions are given of all the species, and summaries of 
their geographical distribution. On the whole Mr. Murray’s 
volume is, in our opinion, a very creditable piece of work, 
when the place of its production is taken into consideration. 
Serinus pectoralis, from Kurrachee, is described as a new 
species. 


- 27. Nutting on Birds from Nicaragua. 


[On a Collection of Birds from Nicaragua. By Charles C. Nutting, 
Edited by R. Ridgway. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1888, p. 372.] 


Mr. Nutting went to Nicaragua in the early part of 1883 
for the purpose of making a collection of birds for the Smith- 
sonian Institution. Four districts were visited :—San Juan 
del Sur on the Pacific; Sucuyá on the west shore of the Lake 
of Nicaragua; Ometepe, an island on the Lake; and Los 
Sdbalos, on the river San Juan del Norte. The species have 
been determined by Mr. Ridgway, who has also added critical 
remarks, 


110 Recently published Ornithological Works. 


Near San Juan del Sur, “a beautiful harbour surrounded 
by low mountains,” where the banks of a stream and dense 
marshy forest afford good collecting-places, examples of 70 
species were obtained, of which 47 are stated to be recorded 
for the first time in Nicaragua. At Sucuyd, a hacienda on 
the Lake of Nicaragua, four miles north of Rivas, examples 
of 88 species were procured, 49 of which are marked as new 
to the Nicaraguan avifauna. A nice note is given on the 
“ dance” of Chiroxiphia linearis. The fertile island of Ome- 
tepe is the home of only 50 species, although numerically 
birds are abundant. ‘The appareutly entire absence of 
Turdide, Tanagride, Dendrocolaptide, Formicariide, and 
Rhamphastide is noticeable. At Los Sabalos, about 30 
miles down the river San Juan del Norte, examples of 80 
species were obtained, of which six are described as new, 
namcly, Geothlypis bairdi, Oryzoborus salvini, O. nuttingi, 
Contopus depressirostris, Cymbilanius lineatus fasciatus (subsp. 
noy.), and Porzana leucogaster. Besides these Mr. Ridgway 
describes Grallaria intermedia, from Costa Rica, in a footnote. 


28. Przewalski’s Journey in Tibet. 


[Reisen in Tibet und am oberen Lauf des Gelben Plussesin den Jahren 
1879 bis 1880, von N. von Prschewalski. Aus dem Russischen frei in 
das Deutsche übertragen und mit Anmerkungen versehen von Stein- 
Nordheim. Jena, 1884. l vol. 8vo. 282 pp.] 

We were lately complaining that no English account of 
the great traveller Prazcwalski’s third journey into Northern 
Tibet had been published. We have now, however, an ex- 
eellent German translation of the Russian original before us, 
which will render his exploits more familiar to western 
readers. Przewalski is, as well known, an excellent field- 
observer and collector, and very well acquainted with Asiatic 
birds. His account of the Ornithology of Northern Tibet 
has been already given to our readers (Ibis, 1884, p. 242). 
But there are several passages in the present volume, snch 
as those on the bird-life of the Dsungarian Desert (p. 23), 
of the Nan-schan mountains (p. 73), and of Lake Kokonor 
TSO which are worthy of attention; and many new 
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species are mentioned, such as Phasianus satscheunensis, Ph. 
tarimensis, Ph. strauchi, Ph. vlangalli, Sitta eckloni, Pyrgi- 
lauda kansuensis, and Rhopophilus deserti, which, so far as we 
know, have not yet been deseribed. Aaser indicus was found 
breeding in the oasis of Sat-schen, north of the Nan-schan 


(p. 64). 


29. Radde’s © Ornis Caucasica,’ 


[Ornis Caucasica. Von Dr. Gustav Radde. Lief. i.-xvi. 4to. Kassel: 
1884] 

The first three parts of this long-expected work are now 
before us and carry on the general subjeet to the middle of 
the Laridæ. The introduction, giving an account of how the 
author was indueed to undertake the task, and of his views 
on species are worth perusal. Dr: Radde is a decided “ lum- 
per” as regards species. For him Garrali glandarius, kry- 
nickit, melanocephalus, and hyrcanus are all one. Sturnus 
unicolor is not speeifieally distinct from St. vulgaris, much 
less S¢. purpurascens, St. nitens, and St. poltaratshyi, and the 
same plan is pursued in similar cases. Dr. Radde aeknow- 
ledges 367 species and 66 varieties of Caucasian birds. We 
observe that he calls the Caspian species of Porphyrio “ P. 
veterum.” But it has been pointed out by Selater (Ibis, 
1879, p. 195) that this name originated in error, as will be 
seen at once by those that will take the trouble to refer to 
S. G. Gmelin’s ‘ Reise ;’ and, as regards the validity of the 
species, it has been shown by Mr. Seebohm (Ibis, 1884, p. 429) 
that the Caspian bird is the same as the Indian P. polio- 
cephalus. 

The following species are figured in Lief. 1.—xvi. :— 


Tab. i. fig. 1. Buteo tachardus, var. Tab. iy. figs. 2, 3. Garrulus glanda- 


rufus. rius, var. hyrcanus. 
fig, 2. Buteo tachardus, var. v. Garrulus glandarius, var. 
fusco-ater. vi. fig. 1. Acredula tephronota. 
ii. Buteotachardus, var. fig. 2. Acredula tephronota, 
iii, Circus eeruginosus, var, uni- var. major. 
color. vii. Carpodacus rubicillus. 


iv, fig. 1. Garrulus glandarius, vii. fig. 1. Montifringilla nivalis. 
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Tab. viii. fig. 2. Montifringilla alpi- Tab. xi. Budytes melanocephalus, 


cola. albino, 
ix. figs. 1-4. Passer domesti- xii, Motacilla alba et var. 
cus, typ. et var. xiii. fig. 1. Sylvia mystacea. 
fig. 5. Passer salicicolus, fig. 2. Phylloscopus rufus, 
figs.6, 7. Metoponia pusilla. var. obscurus. 
x. fig. 1. Crithophaga mili- xiv. Accentor ocularis, 
aria, var. minor. xv. Danlias hafizi. 
fig. 2. Crithophaga mili- xvi. Ruticilla ochruros. 


aria, typ. 
30. Reichenow on Parrots. 


[ Végelbilder aus fernen Zonen. Atlas der bei uns eingefiirhten auslin- 
dischen Vogel, mit erliuterndem Text. Allen Naturfreunden, insbesondere 
den Liebhabern ausländischer Stubenyégel und Besuchern zoologischer 
Garten, gewidmet von Dr. Ant. Reichenow. Lief. xi. Folio, Cassel: 
1883.] 

The eleventh part terminates Dr. Reichenow’s work, the 
original plan of which has been modified so as to restrict it 
to the Parrots. Of this group it forms, as now completed, 
an illustrated monograph. The systematic list at the end 
contains the names of 448 species, and there are, we believe, 
a few others, nearly all recently described, which Dr. Reich- 
enow has not included. The figures (by Miitzel) are well 
drawn and coloured, the plates being 33 in number. The 
work is decidedly of a useful nature for the ready identifica- 
tion of the birds of this group; but we regret to observe the 
many deviations from the nomenclature usually adopted. 


31. Ridgway on new Birds from the Commander Islands 
and Petropaulovskt. 
Descriptions of some Birds supposed to be undescribed from the Com- 


mander Islands and Petropaulovski, collected by Dr. Leonhard Stejneger, 
U.S. Signal Service. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1883, p. 90.] 


The species deseribed are Haliaétus hypoleucus from Bering 
Island, Acrocephalus dybowskii from Petropaulovski, Anor- 
thura pallescens from Bering Island, Hirundo saturata from 
Petropaulovski, and Anthus stejnegeri (if distinct from A. ja- 
ponicus) from the Commander Islands, 
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32. Ridgway on new Costa-Rican Birds. 


[On some Costa-Rican Birds, with descriptions of several new Species. 
By Robert Ridgway. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus, 1883, p. 410.] 

From asmall collection lately received by the U.S. National 
Museum from Sr. Zeledon, Mr. Ridgway describes as new 
Empidonax viridescens, sp. nov., Psittasoma michleri zeledoni, 
subsp. nov., and gives notes on varions other interesting 
species. Mr. Ridgway considers that Empidonax atriceps of 
Salvin is more properly congenerie with Mitrephorus au- 
rantiiventris. 


33. Ridgway on West-Indian Birds. 


[On a Collection of Birds made by Messrs. J. E. Benedict and W. Nye, 
of the United States Fish-Commission Steamer ‘ Albatross.’ By Robert 
Ridgway. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1884, p. 172.] 

The collection of birds made by the naturalists of the 
‘ Albatross’? in the West Indies, and on the shores of the 
Caribbean Sea, although not extensive, is of much interest. 
Mr. Ridgway dcals with it under five heads. Ten specics 
from St. Thomas and fifteen from Trinidad were already 
known to us from these localities. The third category re- 
lates to the Venezuelan island of Curacoa, almost terra in- 
cognita to the modern naturalist. Here of six species of 
which examples were obtained, three are described as new 
(Mimus gilvus rostratus, Dendreca rufo-pileata, and Icterus 
curasoensis), and a fourth (Zenaida vinaceo-rufa) is provided 
with a suggested name in case it may not be identical with 
Z. ruficauda, Bp. Mr. Ridgway also inclines to the view 
that the northern form of Icterus xanthoraus (from* Gua- 
temala, Mexico, and Panama) is distinct from the southern 
(S. American) form, which would stand as Z. linnæi (Bp.). But 
does this species or any form of it occur north of Panama? 
We know of no evidence of such being the case. From the 
vicinity of Sabanilla, U.S. of Colombia, specimens of eight 
species were procured by the ‘Albatross,’ all well known. 
Lastly, on the island of Old Providence, which lies in the 
middle of the Caribbean Sea, 250 miles north of Aspinwall, 
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fourspecies, all new, were discovered— Certhiola tricolor, Vireo- 
sylvia grandior, Vireo approximans, and Elainea cinerascens. 


34. Ridgway on a new Field-Sparrow. 

[Description of a new Species of Field-Sparrow from New Mexico. By 
Robert Ridgway. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1684, p. 250.] 

Spizella wortheni, allied to S. pusilla and S. atrigularis, is 
based on a specimen obtained at Silver City, New Mexico, 
and presented to the U.S. National Museum by Mr. C. K. 
Worthen. 


35. Robson on the breeding of the Eastern Golden Plover. 


{Observations on the Breeding-habits of the Eastern Golden Plover 
(Charadrius fulvus). By C. H. Robson. Communicated by W. L. 
Buller, C.M.G., Sc.D., F.R.S. Trans. and Proc. New Zealand Inst. xvi. 
p. 308.] 

The Eastern Golden Plover was found breeding by Mr. 
Robson at the northern cnd of Portland Island, New Zealand, 
in January 1883. 


86. Schalow on a new Plaintain-eater. 

{Eine neue Musophaga aus Central-Afrika. Von Herman Schalow. 
Zeitsch. f. d. gesammte Ornith. Budapest, 1884, p. 103.] 

From the western shore of Lake Tanganyika, Dr. R. Böhm 
has sent, along with an interesting letter, a sketch of the 
head and a short description of aspecics of a Musophaga allied 
to J. rosse, but which Herr Schalow considers to be different, 
and separates as M. boehmi. 


37. Sharpe on the Birds of the Voyage of the ‘ Alert.’ 


[Report on the Zoological Collections made in the Indo-Pacifie Ocean 
during the Voyage of H.M.S. ‘ Alert,’ 1881-82, 8vo, London: 1884.] 

The Birds formed a very small part of the extensive col- 
lections formed by Dr. Coppinger during the voyage of the 
‘Alert;’ but Mr. Sharpe gives an account of 77 species, of 
which cxamples were obtained in the islands of Torres Straits, 
at Port Molle and Port Curtis in Queensland, and at Port 
Darwin in N.W. Australia. Piezorhynchus medius, from Port 
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Crateropus bohudorffi, Sigmodus mentalis, Pionias crassus, 
Ceuthmochares intermedius, and Syrnium bohndor fi. 


42. Shufeldt on the forms of the Patella in Birds. 


(Concerning some of the forms assumed by the Patella in Birds. By 
Dr. R. W. Shufeldt. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus, 1884, p. 324.] 

Dr. Shufeldt points out that the patella is a characteristic 
bone in some cases, and deseribes and figures its form in 
eertain water-birds. 


43. Smith on the Hierucidee. 


(On HMieracidea nove-zealandie and H. brunnea. By W. W. Smith. 
Communicated by Dr. Buller. Trans. and Proc. New Zealand Inst. xvi. 
p. 318.] 

Mr. Smith’s careful observations seem to establish the 
specific difference of the two species of Hierucidea of New 
Zealand. 


44, Souza on Bucoraxs pyrrhops. 

[Notes sur le Bucoraxr pyrrhops, Elliot. Par José Augusto de Souza. 
Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, no. xxxviii. 1884.] 

M. de Souza gives some further characters to distinguish 
Bucorax pyrrhops from B. abyssinicus, as observed in a speei- 
men of the former species lately received at Lisbon from 
Bissao. Two figures of the head of B. pyrrhops are added. 


45. Stejneger on the Natural History of the Commander 
Islands. 

[Contributions to the History of the Commander Islands. By Leonhard 
Stejneger. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1883, p. 58.] 

A very interesting letter, containing an aceount of Mr. 
Stejneger’s first three months’ explorations in Bering Island, 
where he landed in April 1882. The land-fauna is essentially 
Palearctic. Of the 70 species of birds of whieh specimens 
were obtained or observed, about one third are eweumpolar, 
one third Paeifie, and the remainder East-Asiatie. The 
American Haliaetus leucocephalus oceurs there, and a seeond 
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species of the same genus, but not H. pelagicus. Two species 
of Rissa (R. kotzebui and R. brevirostris) occupy the coast in 
countless numbers. 


46. Stejneger on the Genus Cepphus. 


[Remarks on the Species of the Genus Cepphus. By Leonhard Stejne- 
ger. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1884, p. 210.] 

Mr. Stejneger’s chief points are that a black-winged Guil- 
lemot allied to Cepphus (intellige Uria) carbo occurs in the 
North Atlantic, and that Cepphus mandti is the ordinary 
species of White-winged Guillemot in North America, al- 
though C. grylle may also occur there. A synopsis of all the 
species is added. European ornithologists are requested to 
examine and report upon the supposed examples of the pro- 
blematical C. motzfeldi in the British and Leyden Museums. 


47. Travers on the Organic Productions of New Zealand. 


[Some remarks upon the distribution of the Organic Productions of 
New Zealand. By W. T. L. Travers. Trans. and Proc. New Zealand 
Inst. xvi. p. 461] 

This essay contains some good remarks on the distribution 
of the species of birds in the different islands of New 
Zealand. 


X.— Letters, Extracts, Announcements, &c. 


We have received the following letters addressed to the 

Editors of ‘The Ibis ’?— 
Smithsonian Institution, 
November 28, 1884. 

Strs,—I take great pleasure in corroborating Mr. Stej- 
neger’s remarks concerning the “ Shedding of the Claws in 
the Ptarmigan and allied Birds,” as I had abundant oppor- 
tunity of observing it as a fact while travelling recently in 


Labrador and Ungava. 
Yours &c., 


Lucien M. Turner. 


